Study: Do men flash cash to find a mate?

January 17, 2012

USA Today:

When women seem scarce, men may compete for them by being impulsive, saving less and borrowing
more, according to a new study.

“What we see in other animalsis that when females are scarce, males become more competitive. They
compete more for access to mates,” lead author Vladas Griskevicius, an assistant professor of marketing
at the Carlson School of Management at the University of Minnesota, said in a university news release.

“How do humans compete for access to mates? What you find across culturesis that men often do it
through money, through status and through products,” Griskevicius said.

He and his colleagues conducted a series of experiments with male volunteers and found that they would
save 42 percent less and borrow 84 percent more each month if they believed there were more men than
women in their local population.

And after looking at photos that included more men than women, men were more likely to take an
immediate $20 rather than wait for $30 in a month, according to the study published in the January issue
of the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology.

Read the whole story: USA Today
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