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The National Institutes of Health (NIH) has reissued a funding opportunity announcement for research
on the ethical, legal, and social implications of genomic research (ELSI). The ELSI program was
founded in 1990 as part of the Human Genome Project to identify, analyze, and address societal issues
raised by genomic research.

As technology and accessibility increase the rate at which people have their genomes sequenced, the
need for understanding societal implications of such research also increases. Researchers from across
disciplines are invited to apply for funding to study the societal implications of genome research.
Among those invited are behavioral and social scientists.

Researchers are encouraged to focus on not only the implications of genomic research and healthcare,
but also the broader legal, policy, societal, and bioethical issues associated with it. Researchers can
choose to apply to three ELSI funding programs:

1. The Research Project Grant (R01), for large projects which require substantial funding. Learn
more here.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-20-254.html
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2. The Small Grant Program (R03), for small projects which require maximum funding of $50,000
a year for two years. Learn more here.

3. The Exploratory/Development Research Grant (R21), for projects which are exploratory in
nature or designed to generate pilot data. These grants offer maximum funding of $275,000 over
two years. Learn more here.

To learn more about NIH’s “Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Research Grants,” click
here.
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