
The (Mis)organization of Psychology

January 12, 2001

Psychology is divided into areas such as biological psychology, clinical psychology, cognitive
psychology, developmental psychology, industrial/organizational psychology, social psychology,
personality psychology, and so forth. Departments often organize their professors in this way, graduate
programs are usually structured in this way, and jobs are typically advertised in this way. This
organization of the field, departments, graduate programs, and jobs is less than optimal; it represents a
misorganization of the field.
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