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Shakespeare asked rhetorically whether Christians and Jews are not “hurt with the same weapons,
subject to the same diseases, heal’d by the same means, warm’d and cool’d by the same winter and
summer?” The same can be said of Republicans and Democrats, but if you ask people on opposite sides
of the aisle to try to empathize with one another, they tend to consider their rivals as not equally human.

That’s not a mere observation of election-year political antics, but a finding from scientific research.
Led by Ed O’Brien, scientists from the University of Michigan crafted a study on inter-party empathy
based on prior data on the emotion, which finds that our ability to empathize is greatly affected not only
by whom we’re trying to empathize with, but also by our own physical and emotional states.
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Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://healthland.time.com/2012/04/04/why-republicans-and-democrats-cant-feel-each-others-pain/?iid=hl-main-lede
http://www.tcpdf.org

