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Wired:

To judge a risk more clearly, it may help to consider it in a foreign language.

A series of experiments on more than 300 people from the U.S. and Korea found that thinking in a
second language reduced deep-seated, misleading biases that unduly influence how risks and benefits are
perceived.

“Would you make the same decisions in a foreign language as you would in your native tongue?” asked
psychologists led by Boaz Keysar of the University of Chicago in an April 18 Psychological Science
study.

“It may be intuitive that people would make the same choices regardless of the language they are using,
or that the difficulty of using a foreign language would make decisions less systematic. We discovered,
however, that the opposite is true: Using a foreign language reduces decision-making biases,” wrote
Keysar’s team.

Read the whole story: Wired
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