
Sweden Sets Up Psychological Defense Agency to Fight Fake
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Sweden is launching a new agency to defend against a rising threat: disinformation — organized
campaigns to spread false information.

The Scandinavian country, home to about 10 million people, established the Swedish Psychological
Defense Agency on Jan. 1, in a bid to safeguard its “democratic society” and “the free formation of
opinion,” the agency said on its website. As the country heads into elections this year, the agency will
work alongside the Swedish military and government on the new battleground of fake news and
misinformation.

“The security situation in our near European environment has deteriorated for some time now and
therefore we need to rebuild our total defence,” Magnus Hjort, the agency’s deputy director, told The
Washington Post by email.
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