
Study Supports Suspicion That Police Are More Likely to Use
Force on Blacks

July 13, 2016

The New York Times:

The vast majority of interactions between police officers and civilians end routinely, with no one
injured, no one aggrieved and no one making the headlines. But when force is used, a new study has
found, the race of the person being stopped by officers is significant.

The study of thousands of use-of-force episodes from police departments across the nation has
concluded what many people have long thought, but which could not be proved because of a lack of
data: African-Americans are far more likely than whites and other groups to be the victims of use of
force by the police, even when racial disparities in crime are taken into account.

The report, to be released Friday by the Center for Policing Equity, a New York-based think tank, took
three years to assemble and largely refutes explanations from some police officials that blacks are more
likely to be subjected to police force because they are more frequently involved in criminal activity.

…

“The dominant narrative has been that this happens to African-Americans because they are arrested in
disproportionate numbers,” said Phillip Atiba Goff, a founder and president of the Center for Policing
Equity, based at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice. “But the data really makes it difficult to say
that crime is the primary driver of this. In every single category, the anti-black disparity persists.”

Read the whole story: The New York Times
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