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Science 2.0:

Prejudice is just bigotry that arises from flawed ideology, right? Not so, say the authors of a new paper.

They contend prejudice stems from a deeper psychological need and it is associated with a particular
way of thinking. People who aren’t comfortable with ambiguity and want to make quick and firm
decisions are also prone to making generalizations about others. People who are prejudiced feel a much
stronger need to make quick and firm judgments and decisions in order to reduce ambiguity.

And, they argue, it’s virtually impossible to change this basic way that people think.

“Of course, everyone has to make decisions, but some people really hate uncertainty and therefore
quickly rely on the most obvious information, often the first information they come across, to reduce it”
says co-author Arne Roets of Ghent University in Belgium. That’s also why they favor authorities and
social norms which make it easier to make decisions. Then, once they’ve made up their mind, they stick
to it. “If you provide information that contradicts their decision, they just ignore it.”

Read the whole story: Science 2.0

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.science20.com/news_articles/prejudice_basic_human_need-85802
http://www.tcpdf.org

