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The New York Times:

It was summer in Tuscany. The rolling hills were adorned with their famous haystacks. The cypress
trees were majestically verdant against the golden backdrop. We were in the picturesque Renaissance
town Pienza, its spire shooting up into a cloudless sky. I watched as my children boarded a scuolabus
with 15 Italian kids they’d never met before. The bus pulled away, heading to a local terra-cotta
museum. I looked at the faces of my children — crying, hysterical, their tiny hands banging on the
windows. And I was filled with joy.

I should explain.

What brought me to this pocket of Italy for a month, and inspired me to take a leave of absence from
work and my husband? I wanted my children to learn Italian. To be clear: I hate watching them cry as
much as the next loving, fallible mother. But this was different. These tears — as well as the not
insubstantial expense of the endeavor — were collateral damage toward a larger, longer-term goal.

Read the whole story: The New York Times
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