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The Atlantic: 

Despite its immense popularity, or more likely because of it, Facebook has, from the beginning, been
under something of a cloud of suspicion. The depiction of Mark Zuckerberg, in The Social Network, as a
bastard with symptoms of Asperger’s syndrome, was nonsense. But it felt true. It felt true to Facebook,
if not to Zuckerberg. The film’s most indelible scene, the one that may well have earned it an Oscar,
was the final, silent shot of an anomic Zuckerberg sending out a friend request to his ex-girlfriend, then
waiting and clicking and waiting and clicking—a moment of superconnected loneliness preserved in
amber. We have all been in that scene: transfixed by the glare of a screen, hungering for response.

When you sign up for Google+ and set up your Friends circle, the program specifies that you should
include only “your real friends, the ones you feel comfortable sharing private details with.” That one
little phrase, Your real friends—so quaint, so charmingly mothering—perfectly encapsulates the anxieties
that social media have produced: the fears that Facebook is interfering with our real friendships,
distancing us from each other, making us lonelier; and that social networking might be spreading the
very isolation it seemed designed to conquer.

Read the whole story: The Atlantic
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