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The New York Times:

THEY learn to read at age 2, play Bach at 4, breeze through calculus at 6, and speak foreign languages
fluently by 8. Their classmates shudder with envy; their parents rejoice at winning the lottery. But to
paraphrase T. S. Eliot, their careers tend to end not with a bang, but with a whimper.

Consider the nation’s most prestigious award for scientifically gifted high school students, the
Westinghouse Science Talent Search, called the Super Bowl of science by one American president.
From its inception in 1942 until 1994, the search recognized more than 2000 precocious teenagers as
finalists. But just 1 percent ended up making the National Academy of Sciences, and just eight have won
Nobel Prizes. For every Lisa Randall who revolutionizes theoretical physics, there are many dozens who
fall far short of their potential.

Read the whole story: The New York Times
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