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Scientific American:

Recent reports of a mountain lion or cougar stalking the campus of the University of Iowa prompted
campus jokesters to tweet their surprise that Michelle Bachman was in town. A cougar, colloquially, is
an attractive older woman who seeks out trysts with younger men, and to some, it seems that Bachmann
fits the bill. This emphasis on appearance is nothing new for high-profile women who are anything but
homely, and feminist scholars are quick to point out its potential detrimental effects on perceptions of
female competence.

Of course, we don’t need to consider reactions to political candidates to understand this idea. There is a
well-known tension between seeing someone as, and appreciating them for, a body as opposed to a
mind. At least, that’s what parents tell their daughters when their school clothes veer too far towards the
revealing.

Read the whole story: Scientific American
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