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The Wall Street Journal:

We believe deeply in our own free will. | decide to walk through the doorway and | do, as ssmple as that.
But from a scientific point of view, free will is extremely puzzling. For science, what we do results from
the causal chain of eventsin our brains and minds. Where does free will fit in?

But if free will doesn’'t exist, why do we believe so strongly that it does? Where does that belief come
from? In anew study in the journal Cognition, my colleagues and I tried to find out by looking at what
children think about free will. When and how do our ideas about freedom develop?

Philosophers point out that there are different versions of free will. A simple version holds that we
exercise our free will when we aren’t constrained by outside forces. If the door were locked, | couldn’t
walk through it, no matter how determined | was. But since it’s open, | can choose to go through or not.
Saying that we act freely isjust saying that we can do what we want when we aren’t controlled by
outside forces. This poses no problem for science. This version simply says that my actions usually stem
from eventsin my brain—not from the world outside it.
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