Brenda Milner, Eminent Brain Scientist, Is* Still Nosy’ at 98
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TheNew York Times:

MONTREAL — Thedriving instructor wiped his brow with a handkerchief, and not just because of the
heat. His student — a grown woman, squinting over the dashboard — was ramming the curb in an effort to
parallel park.

“We reached an agreement, right then and there: He let me pass the test, and | promised never to drive,”
Brenda Milner said, smiling to herself at the decades-old memory. “Y ou see, my spatial skillsaren’'t so
good. That’'s primarily aright-brain function.”

Dr. Milner, aprofessor of psychology in the department of neurology and neurosurgery at McGill
University in Montreal, is best known for discovering the seat of memory in the brain, the foundational
finding of cognitive neuroscience. But she also has a knack for picking up on subtle quirks of human
behavior and linking them to brain function — in the same way she had her own, during the driving test.
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