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Autism was once thought to be the result of detached parenting rather than a condition
of the brain. Internationally renowned developmental psychologist Uta Frith was among the first
scientists to debunk that myth. Frith found that autistic people have trouble understanding mental states
and find it hard to intuit what others may be thinking. She has also suggested that individuals with
autism are highly capable of processing details but worse than other individuals at integrating
information from many sources. And Frith has been a major force in destigmatizing dyslexia, showing it
to be separate from environment and intelligence. Frith is the recipient of an APS 25th anniversary 
William James Fellow Award for her significant intellectual contributions to the basic science of
psychology.
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