Miracle Fruit and Flavor: An Experiment Performed at APS
2010

May 28, 2011

Theresultsarein! At Convention last year APS Past-President Linda Bartoshuk led a miracle fruit
experiment with the audience during the Presidential Symposium in Boston, MA. Audience members
tasted ‘miracle fruit,” afreeze-dried West African berry, that changed the way they tasted fruit they ate
afterwards.

Bartoshuk shared the results with attendees in a poster presentation at the APS 23rd Annual Convention
in Washington, DC.

Synsepalum dulcificum berries (miracle fruit) affect the tongue such that sweet taste is added to acids. In
astudy of 823 subjects (APS 2010), after eating miracle fruit, strawberries and lemons were sweetened
as expected; what’s more, their flavors were al'so intensified. This effect has not previously been
demonstrated.

The results were presented Saturday, May 28, 2011 from12:00 PM — 1:00 PM in Columbia Hall.
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Linda speaking at last year’s Presidential Symposium in Boston, MA:


http://www.tcpdf.org

