
 

Reflections on the 2008-2009 RiSE-UP Year 

2009 RiSE-UP Research Award Symposium at the APS Convention  
The 2009 RiSE-UP Research Award Symposium 
featured research addresses given by the four 
winners of the RiSE-UP Research Award.  Be-
cause there were a record number of submis-
sions for the award this year, the winners were 
selected for their truly exceptional research with 
and on behalf of underrepresented populations.   

    (continued on page 2) 
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By Michele L. Oliver 

I wanted to take this opportunity to say thank 
you for all of your participation in RiSE-UP this 
year; and congratulations for ending a very suc-
cessful and productive RiSE-UP year!  Here are 
some of our accomplishments and highlights:    

•  Our committee membership has increased 
from 79 last year to 109 this year!  This is an 
increase of 40%!  

• We had a record setting RiSE-UP Research 
Award competition in terms of number of re-
viewers and submissions. 

• We have a completely updated and re-
vamped RiSE-UP Handbook and Resource 
Guide (see right) which also includes articles 
written by our very own RiSE-UP Members! 

I have really enjoyed serving as the 2008-2009 
RiSE-UP Coordinator, and look forward to staying 
involved with RiSE-UP as a committee member.   
I wish each of you the best as I hand the RiSE-
UP Coordinator position over to the very compe-
tent hands of James Vaughn (see page 2).   

Thank you all for making this such an enjoyable 
experience!   

               Warmest Regards, Michele 

Announc ing the fully updated 
and complete ly revamped...  

RiSE-UP Handbook and Re-
source Guide!!!  

The RiSE-UP Committee, led by our 
amazing Cha irs have updated the RiSE-

UP Handbook and Resource Guide 
which provides complete list ings for 

resources about  funding opportunit ies 
and   advocacy organizat ions that are 
so important to our research with un-

derrepresented populat ions.   

A lso inc luded are art ic les written by our 
members that are related to our areas 

of interest within RiSE-UP 

These resource guides will be ava ilable 
soon on the RiSE-UP website.  Please 
check them out and let us know what 

you think!  

RiSE-UP Email Address 

apssc.riseup@psychologicalscience.org 



Gloria Luong is a third-year developmental psychology doc-
toral student at the University of California, Irvine.  Her re-
search examines how individuals regulate their emotions in 
response to interpersonal stressors, and how these strate-
gies and their effectiveness change across the adult life-
span.  Her presentation was entitled, “Avoiding Negativity: 
Age Differences in Social and Emotional Experiences 
among Adults with a Spinal Cord Injury”  

 

Oanh Meyer is a doctoral student at the Asian American 
Center on Disparities Research within the social psychology 
program at the University of California, Davis.  Her research 
focuses on understanding how cultural factors influence 
various psychological processes and mental health out-
comes.  Her presentation was entitled, “Effects of Racial 
Match, Emotion Suppression, and Ethnic Identity on Thera-
pist Credibility”  

 

Shu-wen Wang is a 3rd year PhD student in clinical psychol-
ogy at the University of California, Los Angeles.  Her re-
search interests broadly include stress, coping, and emo-
tion processes in families and close relationships.  Her 
presentation was entitled, “When talking on the phone just 
doesn’t seem good: Cultural influences on daily support 
use”  
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annual RiSE-UP Research Competition. 
This competition provides an excellent 
opportunity for research on underrep-
resented populations to receive atten-
tion not only on a national level but on 
an international level as well. I would 
like to strongly encourage you to enter 
the competition for the 2010 conven-
tion. 

 

I strongly believe that psychological 
science is benefited greatly when we 
incorporate the experiences and contri-
butions of all persons both the well 
represented and the underrepresented 
into our knowledge of human behavior.  
In the coming year as RiSE-UP Coordi-
nator I will do my utmost to carry out 
the mission of RiSE-UP and I will al-
ways be open to any suggestions and 
recommendations that you may have. 
Once again, I am greatly honored to 
serve as the 2009-2010 RiSE-UP Coor-
dinator and I look forward to working 
with you during the coming year. 

Greetings fellow APSSC and  

RiSE-UP members! 
 

My name is James Vaughn and I am very hon-
ored to serve as the RiSE-UP Coordinator for 
2009-2010. I am a fourth year graduate stu-
dent at Oklahoma State University in the Life 
Span Developmental Psychology program 
where I work under Dr. Shelia Kennison. My 
research focuses on facial comprehension, 
particularly the ways in which humans deter-
mine facial attractiveness. I also am inter-
ested in issues of aging among the LGBT 
population. 

 

As RiSE-UP Coordinator, I will carry on the 
work of my predecessors of advocacy on the 
behalf of underrepresented populations. My 
goals for the coming year are the following: (1) 
to continue to increase the visibility of RiSE-
UP; (2) to provide information about current 
research focusing on underrepresented popu-
lations; (3) to establish a networking system of 
campus organizations that focus on the needs 
of underrepresented populations. I will also 
endeavor to increase participation in the  

Introducing James Vaughn as the newly elected RiSE-UP Coordinator... 
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The symposium took place on Sunday, May 24th in 
the Yerba Buena Room at the San Francisco Mar-
riott Hotel.  It was well-attended by students, fac-
ulty, and researchers, who actively engaged in the 
Q & A sessions that followed each talk.  Michele 
Oliver, RiSE-UP Coordinator, chaired the sympo-
sium that featured talks by the following winners:   

Kimberly Barsamian Kahn is a doctoral candidate 
in social psychology at the University of California, 
Los Angeles.  Her research interests center on how 
stereotypes impact behaviors and judgments from 
both the target and perceiver’s perspective.  Her 
presentation was entitled, “The Impact of Black 
Stereotypicality on the Experience of Stereotype 
Threat”. 

!!!  

RiSE-UP Research Award  

It’s never too early to start   think-
ing about submitting your re-
search for the RiSE-UP Research 
Award!  The RRA recognizes excel-
lence in student research with 
underrepresented populations.   

You just have to submit a 1250 
word description of your research 
to be reviewed by a panel of peer-
reviewers.  You can also serve as 
a peer-reviewer.  Check out our 
website for more information.      

http://psychologicalscience.org/
apssc/awards/riseup.cfm 


